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When the Railroad Was Young 


A letter 


which appeared in the 
Long 


Island Traveler of 1894 re 
called the opening of the LIRR to 
Greenport and its next 50 years. It 
was written by Prof. D. P. Horton, 
and a copy has come to us from 
Mr. Stanton Mott of Southold who 
obtained it from the Professor's 
daughter, Mrs. May H. Hummel, al 
so of Southold. Writes Mr. Mott in 
submitting the letter, Mrs 
Hummel’s permissior 

“You may recal Prof 
ton, a direct descendant of 
bas, taught music in the 
Public Schools and in 
Brooklyn churches f¢ 
years. 


with 
that Ho 
Barna 
Brooklyn 
variou 
r nearly forty 
this period he also 
music and hymns 
evail it 


During 
composed 
of which. still pr churen 
hymnals. In the late eighties, he 
retired to his farm and to the old 
Herton homestead (corner of Hor 
Main street, South 
old) where he died in 1902. At a 
time now, when the LIRR is being 
taken over the jumps, I thought it 
would be of interest to some of your 


many 


ton’s lane and 


readers to hear about the railroad’ 
birth and development duri1 
first fifty years.” 
Dr. Clarence Ashton 
an excellent Forum 
years 


Wood wrote 
story 
ayo entitied “First Train to 
Greenport ir 1844 which was 
a pamphlet. Dr 
opening of the 
island-wide stand 

Horton’s letter 


ng local facts. It 


some 


later reprinted it 
Wood viewed the 
mainline from an 
point while Prof 
adds some interesti 
follows 
LIRR 
first 


. and through Sx 


IS44 to 1894 
The 
1835-38 
line ran a few 
present road bed 7 
put a stop enterprise, but 
during the summer of ‘43 a new 
departure was made with Geo. B 


survey made in 
ithold the 
rods north of the 

The panic of '37 


Was 


to the 


Fiske as president. James Shipman, 
civil engineer, was ir 


charge 
he was 


and 
ably assisted by Messrs 
Chase and David Fanning Brown. 
Some delay was « the 
difficulty in decidir the east 
ern terminus. The main object in 
building the road was to afford 
quick transit to Bostor James 
Tuthill and others worked hard to 
have the ferry 
Contis 


aused by 


vy upor 


start from Jame 
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“@he Evolution of a Library 


THE present Smithtown 

Library is not the first 
library to be started in Smith- 
town. During the 19th Cen- 
tury there were at least two, 
and possibly three, others. 
The earliest of these was 
started on December 15, 1828, 
by another “Library Associa- 
tion o:1 Smithtown” by issuing 
shares to subscribing mem- 
bers. In the Long Island Col- 
lection of our library are to 
be found two of these certifi- 
cates of one share each issued 
to Kezia Darling and Richard 
B'vdenburgh. The certificate 
of the latter was presented to 
the library Dy his grandson, 
the late Vail Biydenburgh, 
first treasurer of our present 
library. Both certificates 
were signed by Thomas Pills- 
bury, Presideat, probably the 
son of Ithamar Pillsbuiy, Pas- 
tor of the Presbyterian 
Church, and Isaac W. Biyden- 
burgh, Secretary. Isaac W. 
was the grandson of Benjamin 
and Ruth (Norton) B'yden- 
burgh, whose home is depicted 
in bronze on the boulder in 
front of our library. He 
(Isaac) was born in 1806 and 
died unmarried in 1869. Ruth 
Norton was the ‘Widow Bly- 
denburgh” at whose home 
Washington baited his horses 
on his way from Roe’s Tavern 
in Setauket to his residence in 
New York in 1790. 

This library of 1828 seems, 
strictly speaking, not to have 
been a public library. Prob- 
ably only those who bouecht 
shares in the Association 
could take out books. This 
would appear from the word- 
ing on a small slip containing 
rules and regulations for the 
use of books by members, that 
was pasted inside the front 
cover of each book. One of 
these stickers pasted in a 
copy of the Federalist is num- 
bered 156 and reads as fol- 
lows: 


This book belongs to the 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF 
SMITHTOWN 


FIRST OF TWO PARTS 


Dr. Guy H. Turrell 
/ Presider 


Editor’s Note 

This story of how one of Long 
Island’s outstanding public libraries 
evolved from a that 
started away 1828 is in 
deed an unusual one | 
because Walt Whitman enters into 
it, but also because it portrays how 
cultural development may keep 
abreast of a community’s growth 
in other respects. The author has 
served as president of the library 
In question for 


movement 
back 1 


not only 


ome years 


and must be ret 
on the first 

Also once a 
written in longhand). 

The following fees shall be im 
posed and collected by the Librar 
ian for damage done to books. Viz 
for each soil than the neces 
sary wear, 6 cents.—For 
out a part of a leaf 
thereon, not le 
than 25 cents 
leaves to keep the 
For damage to binding not less than 
6, nor more than 50 cents. No 
member shall lend any book be 
longing to the library, under the 
penalty of 25 cents If a 
shall be kept out over the 
period of return for all 
every day such book 
out, 6 cent No 
Graw from the Library any books 
while he is in debt to the Library 
for taxes, fines, ete 


Where the 


irned to the library 
Monday in 
month. 


December 
(This line 


more 
tearing 
with print 
than 6, nor mor¢ 
For turning dowr 
place, 6 cents 


book 
stated 
books, for 
shall be kept 
member shall 


Library was 


housed is not known; but pos- 
sibly it was in the tavern of 
Thomas Halliock of Smith- 
town Branch for Miss Emily 
Smith, who kept boarders in 
the Halliock House after the 
death of James Halliock, the 
son of Thomas, told the writer 
many years ago that there had 
once been a library in that 
house. This inn was not an 
improbable place for the loca- 
tion of a library in those days. 
For many years it was the 
gathering place for most of 
the public activities in the 
community. The office 
was here, and here were he'd 
many of the balls and dances. 
The tavern was also the poll- 
ing place for the whole town- 
ship of Smithtown. Even a 
county fair and a circus were 
once held on the grounds and 
in the field opposite. In those 
days of travel by wagon or on 
horseback, such a gathering 
place would have been a most 
convenient location 
lending library. 


post 


for a 


When the writer acquired 
the tavern property for use as 
a home, he found stored in the 
attic a large cabinet capable of 
holding between 150 and 200 


books which was_ provided 


The Smithtown Library on New Site 
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with a lock and key. He was 
told by Miss Emily, as Miss 
Smith was almost universally 
known in the community, that 
it was built to hold the books 
of a town librarv. Whether 
this reterred to the library of 
1§28 or to a later library, I 
never learned. But since Mr. 
Paul Stetson, now living in 
Smithtown Branch, boarded 
with Miss Emily several sum- 
ers when he was a boy and 
remembers this cabinet full of 
books, which he thinks were 
not as old as 1828, it seems 
probable that there was an- 
other library later than that 
of 1828, which was kept in 
Thomas Halliock’s tavern. Mr. 
Stetson also remembers a cup- 
board built against the wall 
hack of where the tavern bar 
had once stood, whose shelves 
were full of books. This was 
in the 70’s or 80’s. It does not 
seem likely that the books 
could have been behind the bar 
when it was used for serving 
“ardent spirits” forty vears 
previously. 

Except for two books con- 
taining the first library stick- 
ers now in our Long Island 
Collection we have no knowl- 
edge of the number or char- 
acter of the books in this first 
library. William Prince’s 
“Short Treatise of Horticul- 
ture’, published in) Flushing 
in 1828 was numbered 111; 
and a new edition of the “Fed- 
eralist” published in 1826 was 
number 156. It seems certain, 
therefore, that the library con- 
tained at least 156 books. The 
fact that these two books 
were then recent publications 
suggests that they were 
bought because of popular in- 
terest in agriculture and pub- 
lic affairs. Also at that time, 
farming was the occupation 
of the majority of the people 
of Smithtown. 

The assumption of a strong 
interest in public affairs by 
the people of Smithtown is 
supported by collateral evi- 
dence. On November 12, 1829, 
less than a vear after the 
founding of the library, a 
Union Debating Society was 
organized in the “Branch 

ohne : 
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m 


Evolution o 


Cor ed ft 


a Library library organized only a veat debated. For example, he sup- 

. previously. Probably a great ported the affirmative on the 
; S many members of the second following questions: “Ought 
School-house.” Rules and reg- society were also patrons 0 capital punishment be abol- 
ulations adopted to govern the the library n the second ished?” “Have the arts and 
deliberations of this society co, iety, however, there were — sciences flourished more under 
began with the following pre- 4) number 0 newcomers, a republican form of govern- 
amble ; notable ar g whom were ment than any other?” “Has 
BBs te in a pomeeee ten Rev. Jame Edwards, Pas- the conduct of Napolean Bona- 
proving our minds, cultivating our tor of Presbyterian parte been productive of more 
ideas and enlargening our under Church, and Dr. Joseph Mo good than evil to the world?” 
tandings, do hereby form ourselves — yel] and Walter Whitman, the On the following questions, he 


into a debating society and do avree 5 ; 
to be governed in cur deliberations recently ari | teacher of S ipported the negative: Is 
by the folowing rules and regula- the Smithtown Branch school the svstem of slavery as it 


pape 
t 


re The latter was a member of exists in the south right?” 
Aiter twenty-three mem- the society only during th “Ought the right of suffrage 


bers had signed the agrce- winter and spring of 1837-38, to be based on the possession 
ment, the mceting was orgai-  Jeaving Smitht for Hunt of property ?” 
ized and the fo'lowing officers ington to vot the Lon: On January 21, 1842, an 
e'ected: President, Joseph R. [clander. It is « e he attempt to + the 1837 
Huntting; Secretary, Abm P.) Whitman usually siened his oto waa made anda mest 
Sherril; Treasurer, Samuel A. name as secr¢ v of the d ‘assembled at the house 
Smith. ‘they adopted a con- hating society as Walter Whit- f Thomas Halliock for the 
stitution, which provided that = man, occasionally as W. Whit purpose of forming and organ- 
they should ‘meet o1 Thurs- man, never as Walt Whitman , a debating socieie:. E 
day evenings of each week He was on'v in his nineteent] "| : = : 
between the first of Novem- ver at this time and probab'y 
her and the first of April.” “Walt” a not let proved and adopted. But only 
‘They then se'ected the follow-  epeugh for t secretary ot % one subsequent meeting Was 
ine proposition for discussion debating society hi held . 
the next week: “Man is the first chairman was : 
author of his own happiress” Reed Huntting, president 
and appointed four members his school beard. His nam 
to debate it two in the af- also appears as Walter Whit- 
a Tee ms tere cece, een the eoveeht Ber Bis Saomery 2h 1808, ‘Ml Oe 
larly for two vears during the ates , Josiah Bowers (Sen.), Chair- 
ar pee 5 ’ man. Apparently there was 
months specified and then 
stonped. As might be expected, some sentiment on this occa- 
Whitman was usually on the sion to form a literary society. 
liberal side of t ‘ 


he constitution of a tormer 
ebating society’ was ap- 


Six vears later a fourth 
society was organized at a 
meeting held in the “head of 
the River school room” on 


Six vears later a_ second 
debating society was formed 
with Nathaniel Smith, Presi- 
dent, and Walter Whitman, 
Secretary. The society began 
with eleven members on De- 
cember 7, 1837 but later addi- 
tions soon brought the roll to 
31 members. Like the first 
society this one lasted only 
two years, the final meeting 
being held on October 9, 1839. 

The membership of both of 
these debating societies was 
principally from the descend- 
ants of the original settlers of 
Smithtown or other parts of 
Long Island. Some or the 
older men in the first society 
did not join the second group 
and their places were taken 
by vounger scions of the same 
families. It would also seem 
certain that the members of 
the first debating society were 
nearly all subscribers to the Hallock Inr Home of Dr. Turrell. From Watercolor by Cyril A. Lewis 
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Reminiscences of Men and he Plymouth Scrap Book, contai: 
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1917 verbatim; 
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Wright 
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Complete ir 
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Shore ‘Whalers of ‘W 


ITTLE has been written o! 
the off-shore whalers of 
Wainscott. This smallest ot 
East Hampton town’s three 
oceanfront communities em- 
braces Wainscott Pond and 
borders upon Georgica. To 
the east lie East Hampton 
village and Amagansett, the 
exploits of whose sturdy 
wha'le-men have oft’ been told 
in song ard story. 

Judge Heary Parsons Hed- 
(1817-1911), for some 
the oldest living Yale 
alumnus, in his History of 
East Hampton Town gives a 
vivid account of the whate 
chase from his recollections as 
a vouth at Wainscott. Fe re- 
cords in languace that meviis 
exact quotation: 

“With the earliest r 
tions of my childhood is the 
wigwam that sheltered the 
Whalemen at Wainscott, con- 
structed of oak saplings sharp- 
ened and forced down in the 
sand with an elliptical curve 
toward the narrow open ton 
free ior the exit of smoke, 
tied torether by twies inter- 
woven at right angles with 
these, sapling ribs, ard all 
thatched with rve straw, ex- 
cept the door south. The wig- 
wam was a structure invested 
with romantic charms to the 
eve of childhood, and no small 
charm of comfort and content 
to the more mature onlooker. 

“Three score and ten vears 
by gone (1827), this was the 
home of the whaling watch 
and the whaling men. Hard 
by was the high stage pole, 
a tree twenty-five to thirtv- 
five feet high—set deep in the 
sand. The projecting branches 
left untrimmed some foot or 
more to facilitate climbine, 
and at intervals pins driven in 
bored, projected both 
sides to further aid the 
climber. To the eves of youth 
how grand, how lofty, seemed 
the ‘stage-pole.” The 
near by, in a sheltered 
rested top side down (with all 
the whaling gear in) on po'es 


ges 


Vears 


collee- 


holes 


boats 


nook 


Ma \ ') DY 


Mrs. Ode 
following 
Wainscott 
box” house 
some years 
the lit 
on Vacatior 
first in New 
founding, as | 
son Library, I 
Previous to 
served neat 
library of 1 
Baltimore 


laid 
and” 


which were 
drive. in th 


“In good wha'e weather, the 


too rough, the 
watch set a signal on the pole 
that and 
good weather and warned the 
whalemen to be ready for a 
call. When a whale was see. 
near enough to 
hope of catch ng, 
waved his coat on the stage 
pole and this was ‘making a 
weft’. If the whale 
neater, he waved the more 
orous'y and fa ‘He 
harder’. Then 
Then the frantic 
off’ rent the air. Men ran wild 
to gain the beach in time 
Boys shouted with delight 
For once ow 
up. 

“The whale 


surf not bein: 


told all ai near ol 


, 
the waten 


Vig- 


boats } 


Warrant the 


came 


little wor!'d woke 


orne on 
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ainscott 


the shoulders of the crew are 
deposited near the incoming 
wave. Each oar is apeak and 
man opposite his oar. 
The experienced eve of the 
boat header watches the surt. 
At the favorable moment his 
word ‘now’ is seconded by a 
pull all together towards the 
incoming wave, and if the time 
is auspicious, into it, the men 
tumbling in and rowing on the 
receding wave into the Jaws 
of that inexorable sea that ha 
ingulphed so oft the hopes o: 
human life. Now for the levi- 
athan of the deep. ‘Now for 
a long pull’ and ‘a strong pull’ 
and ‘a pull all together’. Now 
the men strain at the 
Every nerve, every mus- 
cle, every sinew is. taughi 
(taut) with toil. 

‘The steersman’s eve. is 
earching the domain. 
He sees and cries ‘there she 
blows’. With one strong sweep 
of the steering oar he heads 
for his mighty game. His in- 
tensity is magnetism to the 
His ‘pull boys, pull’ 
something. And now 
he seconds their movements, 
swinging his powerful right 
arm and swaying his body to 
and fro, keeping time with the 
sweep of their motion as if 
I] parts of one harmon 


each 


steadily 
Oal 


sea’s 


crew 


means 


Surtboat 
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Letters From Our Readers ti id 1 nerease hi grega 
tion 

Reminders Continued’) ? On Saturday, July 25, the road 

port and quite a « al Wi was opened to Greenport, and cele 

" vraded for that purpos aw\ brated by a large number from 
. sons sepl Goldsmit reer old Brooklyn and other cities. These 
Pleasure Boat Insurance Specialist —— ow “4 7 —— - 1 J scan teks iat ut ans 
GEORGE C. BARTH the best place and as th cars each, at a rate surprisingly 

4A Broadway xt to Post Office obstacles in the way of running rapid in those days, for the road 
the water in Greenport, t t Was nearer level and straighter 

A Mityville 4-1688 (Re 14-0855) talk of stopping ¢ ipes Neck, bu than any other in operation. Crowds 
at last possession was obt: i for from neighboring villages went to 
: the present excellent te see the celebration, which was a 

Automotive Supplies In November 1843 a shant ‘ very lively one under a large awn 
‘layton Smith obber. Re- erected on Ezra L. Goldsmith's land ing. William Thornhill was caterer 
nent parts, tools and equip- just west of the Bowery L: by and there was an abundance of good 
218-220 East Main Street, Peter Malone who wit man\ things. Mayor Sprague of Brook 
Tel. 551 helpers did the first grading lyn presided and he labored good 
vicinity. Later, contract "Ox naturedly to keep ex-Mayor Tal 


a large number set int salle mage and others in good running 


Imperial Washable Wallpapers Lane. to Greenport §sectio1 @upateveteas 
Moore’s Paints and Varnishes, Duco June following the first lo V nr — 
ind Nu-Enamel, Artists’ Materials. Post Boy, 
Gus Schmidt, 74 East Main St., ; 
Patchogue 








train a ho 
Tuckers Lane ~ ~ a) 

On Saturday evening, July 15, « PETERS 
larger eng with or flat and 


new pass 


Visitors Welcome | Wit p mabe D li wi t »ee n 
ane it this were resident 

rhe General Museum-Library of a Sai Wares Dre ana acd e Ca esse 
the Suffolk County Historical So- Brooks 
ciety, at Riverhead, is open daily — to 
(except Sundays and Holidays) p ied till 

fy one to five P. M Monday evening on t Sab Te ; itv ville 5 
Bi Sint Rehag od z, a Brown Fel. Amityville 4-1350 


bath crowds came 
| ights on Hortor ar , , 7 i 
tution where items connected with Wiswell. teat fou ening aa ape 176 Park Ave. Amityville 
Long Island’s history, culture and : 
natural sciences are on display. 


and otners, who 
Greenport 


ances. Their stay 
charge) at this educational insti- 


preached it 


candidate, and 




















Wines and Liquors . ; P 

Liaiie: eeteccen: af ee Auto Radiators Repaired, Recored and Boiled Out 

Brands at the Lowest Possible Electric Motors—Rewinding and Rebuilding 
Prices and I irious size con- 

— \ slog AMITYVILLE BATTERY & IGNITION SERVICE, Inc. 

ve., Amity 


Broadway and Avon Place Phones 1174 - 20% Amityville 














Dodge-Plymouth Sales-Service 


Distributors for Firestone Products L O N (; IS L A N D 
PERRY BROTHERS 5 


4:0 W. Main St. Te 109 Patchogue . F ° 
is located advantageously for light industry. 


Funeral Home Its suburban and rural areas offer ideal living 
GEORGE C. WHITE Pe 
segs conditions. 

Estab hed 1894 


Park Ave. Tel. 208 Bay Shore 





Independent Textile Dyeing Co., Inc. 


FARMINGDALE, N. Y. 

















me 
CEpans 
AMITYVILLE DAIRY, INC. D. A. ELDREDGE 
AMITYVILLE BUICK SALES AND SERVICE 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE Established 1919 
BLUE POINT Nassau County’s Largest Buick Dealer 


281 Main Street Tel. 7060 HEMPSTEAD 
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°Historical Odds and Ends 


HIS time I have’ been 

wandering through sev- 

eral histories picking out an 

item here and there, as one 

might pick up bright stones on 
a beach. 

Huntington and Oyster Bay 
had trouble over boundaries. 
This letter on this subject is, 
to say the least, unusual: 

“Sth of July, 1663. Friends 
and neighbors of the town of 
Huntington. We once more 
dcsire you in a loving triendly 
wey, to forbear mowing our 
neck of meadow, which you 
have presumptuously mowed 
these several vears: and if 
after so mavy friend'y warn- 
ings vou will not forbear, you 
will force us, friends and 
neighbors, to seek our remedy 
in law; but resting vour 
friends and neighbors. By me 
in behalf of the town of Ov ster 
Bay. Mathew Harvey, Town 
Clerk.” 

In the early days in Flush- 
ing barter was so universal 
end coin so rare that an Ene- 
lsh shilline found in the 
street caused ereat excitem ont 
as tov ] oO conld have ow ned SO 
rare acoin, Finally aman who 
had a rear the water- 
front, proved to be the owner, 
having received it in pav from 
sailor. The French Pro- 
testants who fled from France 
and came to 
ave | son ehow 
of th 


store 


some 
Flushine, man- 
to brine some 
ir fruit trees alorg with 

From thes 
Lady apple and the B 
trees. 

We all know that in the ear'y 
days it was thought by some 
men that women should not 
be trusted with money. The 
Town of Hempstead in the 

1700's was not running 


them. »>sprane the 


ll pear 


} 
rIsxs 


A school mistress was en- 


gared for the sum of 40 
“to ke delt out to 
her a little at a time so as to 


last her all winter.” 


shilines 


I quote from the interesting 


Kate W 
will of Be nia? 
19, 1685-6 

“lL give 
Jonathan 
Horton & 
bushe's of 


20 swine, 


in Horton, Feb. 


Horton & 
Horton & 
Merevy Youngs 80 
and Ih 
20 sheep to be de 
vided to them four alike. 

“I give rt house & land & 
meadow except my Meadow 
of Common over the river, to 
the Sacremet table yearly 
ever more.” He 
friend Thoma 
meadow h 
his sisters his wiie’s 

To his hire 
an indentured servant he gave 
ep “ & his time ti 
Dav.” There 


other be 


to Caleb 
} ye 
Joshua 


heat dian 


ior 
gave to h S 
Trusten the 


had excepted. To 


+ 


lot} 
ClO es 


1 man or perhay 


a COW, a SNe 
be out 
were some 
whatever was left over was to 
go to the poor. Perhaps his 
most interesting bequest was: 
ten oxen to buy a bell for the 
church. 
There 
route for 
the Re: 


next May 


uests and 


was a regular mail 


some vears before 


New York, went along the 
north Riverhead, 
thence to Southold. Then by 
ferry to Shelter Island 
ing on the other side to Hogs 
Neck, Harbor and East 
Hampton, and so back to New 
York by the South side. The 
trip took a week. 


shore to 
cross- 


Sag 


While ministers were often 
paid “in kind,” in the case of 
a Southampton minister, he 
was also to have ten pounds 
worth of labor in getting in 
hay, ete. 

I had more items of interest 
but my typewriter has balked 
so T have to stop. 


King 


Bible or Church Record 


and family, wife's 


Data Wanted 


te. ? Daughter Lydia 

(1782) James Brooks, Had 
ticut, one of Washing 

Guards Mather’s Re 

ays King went 
igehampton, L.I., to 


Conne 


from 
Middle 
eticut. 
Mr Edith J. 
109 W 


Hearne, 
Jefferson Street, 
Boise, Idaho 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers of 





Sayville 
Lillian H. Robinson, Realtor 
Real Estate, Insurance, 
Furnished Cottages 
Farms - Homes - Acreage 
169 W. Main St Tel. Sayville 19 
Member of L. I. Rea! Estate Board 
Munsey Park 
See Wile for 
Worth While Real Estate 
General Brokerage 
Manhasset and vicinity 
DAVID T. WILE JR. & CO. 
3393 Northern Blvd. Manhasset 667 


Mineola 
J. ALFRED VALENTINE 


Real Estate - Insurance 
148 Mineola Boulevard 


Phone Garden City 7-7200 
Hicksville 
SEAMAN & EISEMANN, Ine. 

Real 


90 Broadway Tel 


Insurance 
Hicksville 600 


Estate 


Farmingdale 
Factory Sites, Buildings 
291 Conklin St., 
Real Estate Broker. 


Farmingdale 321 


See Grey Sosa, 

Farmingdale. 

Tel 

Riverhead 

DUGAN REALTY COMPANY 
Eastern Long Island Country 
Places along Ocean, Sound, 
Peconic, Shinnecock Bays. 

Port Washington 


Howard CC. Hegeman Agency, Inc. 
Real Estate and Insurance 
176 Main 


Te POrt Washington 


Street 

77-3124 
Freeport 

JOHN J. RANDALL 

Freeport Real Estate 

Appraisals 

Freeport 525 


Management 


200 W. Sunrise 








Cash and Carry 
Service 15% Off 
UNQUA LAUNDRIES 
AMityville 4-1348 


Dixon Avenue Copiague 














AMITY AUTO SALES 
Chevrolet Agency 
bor Sales and Service 
Parts and Accessories 
Merrick and County Line Roads 
Tel. AMityville 4-0909-4-0910 
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Continued From Page 


order Among the 
yuests were Messrs 


orderly invited 
Warren Rict 
mond and Barnabas Horton Booth, 
then leading bus 
lyn 

The first passenger 
tion train, John 
left Greenport on Monday, July 27 
1844, and returned the 
ing. Fare $2.25, and 
$2.12%. A few days 
Boston train started 
at Farmingdale and St 
Manor, arriving at 
fore 
on the New 
hours sail to 


iness men in Bre 


accommoda 
Smith conductor, 
same ever 
ithnold 


later, the 


from So 


stopping only 
George 
Greenport be 
could dine 
Haven during the two 
Allen’ 
they took a three hot 
ton, making the t 
York in less than nit 
The 
many, and there was no swiftness 
of travel like that of the Bostor 
Train. “Abe” Ayers and Mr. Bowers 
were favorite engineers The for 


noon. Passengers 
whence 
to Bos 

New 


trains were 3 onde 


became a 
and 


mer wealtny resident of 


Jamaica the latter continued 
his chosen occupatior Brooklyt 
Smith Ryder was 
ductor. Of engines, 
Brooks, Boston, Elihu Townsend 
and Jacob Little were 
Except at 
no station rooms were 
the East 
passengers at 
upon the hospitality of our Old 
House at Home on Horton’s Lane 
At what is Peconic, Danie 
Overton, an eccentric bachelor 
lived alone in a 
the stopping place 
mitage. 
here then except an oc 
thrown from the Bostor 


marvels to u 


youngsters. Greenport, 


provided for 
End, and for a long time 


Southold depended 


now 


smal house, and 
was called Her 


papel 


There were no daily 
asi 


onal one 
train. Soo! 
the mail was carried on the accon 
modation train, and for many yeat 
Geo. Smith was the agent 

Early in the 
Clay was the 
President, 
thusiasm 


44, Henry 


nominee for 


spring of 
Whig 
and there was much et! 

the Demo 
Polk many of 
greatly surprised, 
and even Col. Lester exclaim 
“James K. Polk! who the devil i 
he?” The day after electior 
stormy but 
Whigs went to 
turns and very great was the dls 
appointment because of Clay's 
feat. 

Before the ra 
much of the was taken to 
New York in sloops and the Pru 
dence, Capt. Wm. Booth, and Swal 
Capt. Benjamin Wells. were 
regular packe Harbo: 
Corn, wheat, oats ar were the 


Later wher 
crats named James K 
the party were 


Was 
several ardent g 


Greenport 


was built, 


road 


produce t 


low, 
ts from Tow1 
d por} 
staples, and that a 
farmer planted more 


of ar 


Was rare 
acre of potatoes 


4 


Nassau Shores, Massapequa 
GILMAN J. COLLAMORE 
Licensed Realtor 
Merrick and Unqua Roads 
Massapequa 2297 and 940 


Commack 


JOHN W. NOTT 
Established 1925 
Wanted: flat 
age eastern L. I. to 
Jericho Tpk. 


Large wooded acre- 


Riverhea 
Commack 99-2268 


Huntington 
HENRY A. MURPHY 
INSURING AGENCY, Ine. 
Real Estate, Insurance, Mortgage 
Loans, Appraisals 
Steamship Tickets 
Cornelius L. Murphy Tel. Hunt. 176 


Wyandanch 


HAROLD S. ISHAM 
All Lines of Insurance 
lveal Estate 
Straight Path, Wvandanch 
Tel. Midland 7755 


Mastic 
BENJAMIN G. HERRLEY 
Realtor - Insuror - Appraisor 
Montauk Highway 
Phone Center Moriches 86 
Glen Head 
M. O. HOWELL 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Head 


Road 


41-0491 


25 Glen 
relephone GLen Cove 
Westhampton Beach 
EDWARD H. ROGERS, Realtor 
Ocean, Bay and Sound Frontage, 
Acreage, Summer Residences for 
and rent 
Phone West Hampton 1827 


sale 


Central Islip 


ROBERT E. O'DONOHUE 
Carleton Ave. Tel.6317 Central Islip 
Rea! Estate - 


Established 191 


Insurance 


Blue Point 


E. H. NOBLE 

Real Estate - 
Blue Point Ave., opp 
Tel. Blue Point 901 


Insurance 
Brick Church 
& 1543-J 


Northport 


EDWARD BIALLA 
ALBERT M. ZILLIAN 
EDWIN N. ROWLEY, INC 
Real Estate — Insurance 
Appraisals 
74 Main Street 
NOrthport 3-0108 and 
Members L. I Estate 


9079 


teal 
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Long Island’s Suburban Homeland 





Uniondale 
PETER P. ROCCHIO 
The Town Agency For 
Rea! Estate and Insurance 
889 Nassau Road, Uniondale 
Phone HEmpstead 2-6858 
Patchogue 
Realtors—Insurors 


JOHN J. ROE & SON 


125 E. Main St. Patchogue 2300 
Glen Cove 


HAROLD A. JACKSON CO. 
Insurance and Real Estate 
7 W. Glen Street Telephone 4-1500 
Westbury 
HAMILTON R. HILL 
Insurance - Real Estate 
WEstbury 7-0108 249 Post Ave. 
For Westbury and Vicinity 


Floral Park 


EDMUND D. PURCELL 
REALTOR 
Sales - Appraisals - Insurance 
111 Tyson Ave. FLoral Park 4-0333 


Lake Ronkonkoma 
CLIFFORD R. YERK 


Lots, Farms, Shore Frontage 


Homes Acreage 
Rosedale Ave. and Richmond Blvd 


Telephones Ronkonkoma 8543 and 8859 


* BENS. T.WEsT- 


Real Estate - Insurance 


East /ETAUKET 
Long Island, New York 
Tel. 101 Sctauket @ 














Unqua Agency, Inc. 
General Insurance 
Real Estate 
GORDON W. FRASER, Mer. 


199-A Broadway AMityville 4-0376 




















SWEZEY FUEL CO. 
Coal and Fuel Oils 


Patchogue 270 Port Jefferson 555 
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Goldsmith wa the first 
dealer from Southold, and for many 
years he followed to 
advantage and t 
dation of the pub 

For a_ time llen A 
civil engineer, wi: in charge 
the road hereabouts He n 
Caroline, your r daughter of Capt 
Benjamin We and for 
years kept a store 
now the residence of D. T. Conkli 
Mr. Goodliff m« d to Wellsville 
N. Y. and is of p ant memory to 
those who knew him 

On the openins 
three or four va 
ing to Mr. Set} 
by the train near the 
Raynor kept that 
shape for more 
it Was expected 
station would be on 7 
and a right-of 
It was understood, but 
decision was for the 

The vicis 
the road has been we 
volume, and b 
charges, probab 
der better manage 
detriment to tl 
Island has been that 
seemed not to apprec 
heritage; but moderate, 
progress is better than mus 
activity DD. P. Hortor 


produce 


Goodliff 


arried 


severa 


near where 


day of the road 
iable cows belong 
Raynor l 
Manor. Mr 
than year 
itno 


forty 
that the so 
Lane 
iver hl 
the fing 


sent 


cKer s 


Way 


pre 
through 

ild fill a | 
for the 

t was never 
ment \ 
branch of 
the 


ate our goodly 


great 
the 
mat 


ape! 


substantia 


Gowanus Oysters and Peaches 
Dr. Ashton Wood 


Jasper Dankers and Peter Slu 
ter, two Labadist a sect whic! 
bore the name of 
a French religiou , Visite 
the west end ong Island 
and again during the latter part o 
the seventeenth century. They wer 
in search of a the Nev 
World for that persecuted group 

The two traveler 
friends of 
wheelwright 
they were hos} 
by ! er-il 
Arison de Hart, a Fre 
at his house which 
Is now 28th Street 

Crossing the fe 
tan, the two 
their way 
road through the 
len. There the 
the first meeting house ir 
City of Church 
building, they 
and ‘ugly.” 

From Breuckelen, 
Gowanus f 


Clarence 


Jean de Labad 
reformer 


home in 


were particula 
Gerritse, tl 
Gowanus whe 


tably 


ch Walloor 
stood or 


Brookly: 


Labadists 
and on ar 
woods to Bruecke 

report having 


the fut 


1666 


they went 
wher Tor 
Hart’s home they 


son, wild turke 


upper In 


wild 


Cont n next 


page 


were Killed 


stator In good 


hroom 


time 


\ 


re 
entertained 


Gerit’s brother-in-law Simor 


what 


rry from Manhat 


pursued 


oper 


j 


de 
nad oysters, ven 


pyoose, Milt 


East Quogue 


GEO. H. JONES 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Montauk Highway 
relephone East Quogue 960 


Wantagh 


W. J. JORGENSEN 
Realtor — Appraisals 


Tel. Wantagh 2210 
Babylon 


CHARLES F. PFEIFLE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Lots - Plots - Acreage 
W. Main St., nr. Lake Babylon 644 


Center Moriches 


AUGUST STOUT, JR. 


il Estate - Insurance 


eet Cente! 


Moriches 400 
Great Neck 


LONG ISLAND 
REAL ESTATE 
City Line to Montauk Point 
Listings of real estate wanted 
all over Long Island 
Sales offices 310 North Blvd. 
Lake Success, Great Neck 
Te Great Neck 5614 
Mattituck 8434 


Ailligert, 


Garden City 


JU LKLEY g [ORTON (0. 


} 


sarden City 7-6 











Joseph Annino 
Real Estate - Insurance 
201 Higbie Lane - West Islip 

P c Bu Ba View set 
Re Babylon 


Fistabli 


668 


Firs hed Ins Agency 











Long Island Books 
Our Specialty 
Out-of-Print Books on all Subjects 
IRA J. FRIEDMAN 

Mair t , Port Washington 
Tel. POrt Washington 7-3547 
BOOKS BOUGHI 
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Hampton Bays 


JOHN H. SUTTER 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 


Main Street 


Merrick 


TOM ABBOTT 
Realtor - Insurance 
West Sunrise Higt 


lel. FRe t 80899 


way 


West Hempstead 


CHARLES H. LANGDON 
Re tor in Ir irance 
24 Hempstead Turnpike 


id 61-2-3 








Headquarters 
FOR 
Home Owners 
LUMBER 
HARDWARE 
TOOLS 








| Home Appliances 








| Wall Paper 


Nassau Suffolk 


LUMBER & SUPPLY 


Paint 


Seven Convenient Locations 


on Long Island 








Long Island Forum Index 


: Island Forum, years 


About 40 


pages 


Marguerite V 


Library, 
by photo 


id. Order 








Wines & Liquors 
IMPORTED AND DOMESTIC 
Delves Liquor Store 
LICENSE L-1382 

A Mityvill 


sway 





t} 
‘ 


al 


had commen 


enarac 


Cree 
were 


Wa ibe 


crmed « 


valet 


, Massapequa 
Letters From Our Readers 


MARJORIE R. POST 
rles E. Krohn Agency 
- Real Estate 


apequa 6-0925 ar 


Mas d 6-071% 


Stony 


Brook 


. C. CLARKE COMPANY 
SERVICE COURTESY 
RE FICIENCY 


TT 


Brook 


Bay Shore 


Auto and Other Insurance 

Real Estate Appraisals 

HENNING AGENCY, 
84 Kk. Main St Bay 


Realtor 
1442 


shore 


East Norwich 


Richard Downing & 
GENERAL INSURANCE 
Licensed Real Estate 

t Bay 


Broker 
599 


lurr 


= 
pike 








SCHWARZ 
FLORIST 


PHONE 


F Armingdale 2-0816 

















Mortgage Money 


Available 
APPRAISAI 


The Union Savings Bank 
of Patchogue, N. Y. 


NO FEES 


Member Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 




















, cee ve a " OF FASHION For Results 
el c fe t ( er ee 
thereabout TRAINING HERE PAYS LIFE DIVIDENDS 
Summer, Fall aad Winter Courses 
Professional methods day or es All 
branches of Fashion for beginners or 
advanced students. Regents Credits 


DAY, EVENING & SATURDAY COURSES 
Now forming for Design. Illustration, Cloth- 
ing Construction and all branches of Fashion 


INTERIOR DECORATION & DISPLAY 


Courses prepare students for the fascinating 
fields of decoration and display in minimum 
time, day or evening. Free Placement 
Bureau. Send for Circ. ¢ Phone CO. 5-2077 
REGISTER NOW! Our Gruduates in Demand! 
TRAPHAGEN, 1680 Broadway (520d Si.) New York 19 
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Evolution of a Library 


Continued from page 2§ 


A constitution to this effect 
was offered by a committee, 
discussed and amended, and 
finally adopted. Then on mo- 
tion this action was recon- 
sidered and the proposed con- 
stitution rejected. Mr. J. Mor- 
rell, the secretary, pro tem, 
then proceeded to the reading 
of the constitution and by- 
aws ot a debating society 
formerly existing in Smith- 
iown, and “after several 
amendments keing made 
thereunto by the meeting, the 
said Constitution and By-laws 
were unanimously adopted.” 

ihe fourth debating society 
met weekly at the Head or the 
River Schoolhouse’ through 
March 17, 1848, and then ad- 
iourned “to meet on the first 
Friday in December 1848 at 
the Branch School Room.” But 
since no minutes of this meet- 
ing have been found, it is prob- 
that this meeting 
never called. 

‘The organization ot the first 
library and of the first debat- 
ing society corresponded to 
what has been called in Ameri- 
can history ‘The era of ora- 
tory and debate” and was un- 
doubtedly an expression, per- 
haps unconscious, of the mass 
psychology of the time. Web- 
ster, Clay and Calhoun in the 
political field and Edward Ev- 
erett in the educational and 
ethical fie'd were at the height 
of their power and influence. 
The bitterness of feeling of the 
democratic-federalist contro- 
versy had died down during 
the “era of good feeling” of 
President Monroe and political 
thought was. shifting more 
and more to territorial expan- 
sion and slavery. It is most 
interesting that these burning 
questiors of the day are 
scarcely touched upon in the 
debates, so far as can be 
determined in the statements 
of the various propositions. 

The minutes of all four de- 
bating societies are recorded 
in one book. In this book is a 
list of 33 propositions from 
which the questions discussed 
by the first society were 


able Was 


taken. Forty-three other prop- 
were debated by the 
three later societies. Nearly 
all or these 76 propositions 
were of an academic nature. 
Even when there were politi- 
cal implications, the wording 
of the proposition seemed to 
put emphasis on the 
and moral as} The reason 
for avoidance of the more con- 
troversial questions is pe} 
haps indicated in an entry in 
the minutes of the meeting ol 
February 18, 1848: “After 
much debating as to the ex 
pedience of bringing the 
ject before the Society for dis 
cussion, the following ques- 
tion was selected for the next 
evening's ce Viz. Is the 
present war with Mexico justi- 
fiable on the part of the United 
States.” 

It is 


bers oO! 


ositions 


ethical 


ects. 


sub- 


; 
ale, 


evident 
these 
ties sought to reating 
in the heat of debate persona 
animosities an 
They were friends and neigh- 
bors and dependent upon each 
other in many ways intel- 
lectually, spirituaiiy and it 
dustriallv. They were men of 
affairs farmers, merchants, 
seamen, mil men of 
and leaders in the 
> and most of them 
in their lives held 
That they were 
not ignorant or oblivious of 
the political issues of the time 
is shown Ly their 
of many 
since been ettled by 
tive methods. Some such ques 
tions are ‘Should this coun- 
try admit toreigners to th 
right of cit 
a person be 


that the mem 
debating socie- 


avold ¢ 


ong themselves 


iowners, 
substance 
community 
at some tir 
public ol tice 


discussion 


questions that have 


] 


legisla- 


" erred, i] 
Nsnip, Saou 


elected to the ot 


LONG ISLAND FORUM 
fice of president of the United 
States for more than one 
term,” “Ought unmarried fe- 
males of full age be admitted 
to the right of suffrage,” 
“Would it be better to choose 
the president of the United 
States by a direct vote of the 
people without the interven- 
tion of Electors.” 
Many questions of public 
policy debated in these socie- 
ties have not vet been finally 
settled; indeed, many of them 
that still unsettled are 
today considered highly im- 
portant by large groups of citi- 
Some such propositions 
that the local societies debated 
“The proposed statute 
regulating marriage is impoli- 
tic,’ “Are distinct political 
parties in this republic advan- 
the nation at 
Is it more politic for 
this government to encourage 
manufacturers than com- 
“Is an extended sys- 
tem of financial credit a public 
evil?” “The punishment of a 
slanderer should be as severe 
as that of a robber.” 
the time of the de- 
‘ety of 1848 through 
| the Civil War, 
there are no records of organ- 
ized educational or cultural ac- 
tivities in Smithtown except 
in the public schools. But in 
the early 1870's, a library and 
reading room was established 
ina small building that form 
erly stood to the south of 
Smithtown Cemetery be- 
tween the Presbyterian 
Church and our present. li- 
building. This build- 
ng now stands on the hii 1a 


are 


Zens. 


are: 


tageous to 


large?” “ 


merce? 


From 
bating so 


; 


tne pr riod 0 


brary 


Continue page 
prety 
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PATCHOGUE 
RIVERHEAD 
HUNTINGTON 
BABYLON 
SOUTHAMPTON 


EASTHAMPTON 


\ 





» M’Rae Bros. | 


Combination 
Windows and Doors 


ROOFING — SIDING 
INSULATION } 


30,000 Satistied Customers Since 1925 | 


Storm 











4, 








I } 
Rn RU 7.2 RYN Ov n pe OT en 7 
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Letters From Our Readers 
( t f r 
and falls much, and at low 
s very shallow.” 
Wallabout the two Labadists 
rsed with Carolyna (Trico) 


e, the vivacious Parisian who 


reached the New World ir 
1625 ith thirty Walloor 
I New Nether 


wife of Joris 

French Wal 

first settled the Walla 

. ald to ave become the 
ther of the first white child born 


New Netherland 


Christmas Day at Reck Hall 


The above captior that of Plate 
the orvdor M. Johnsor 
0 4 or sland Scenes, 
nt holidays 
en and int 
Depew and 

of art 
of the old home 
, Nassau County 
Hewlett, His 


Town, adds to 


Forum 


is a 
e Merritt, Nas 


Other “Mighty Hauls” 


at the eastern 
I was muct 
ticle In yout 
Dr. Clarence 
ng “Mighty 


one of my 
very pleasing 
of variou 
I frequent 


ailing sloop 














STOP in and let us 
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eastern L. I. waters from Riverhead At Greenport in 1916 I talked 
to the west side of Gardiner’ with A. Wilfred Tuthill who, while 
land and eastward from easter swimming, ran afoul of a monste) 
I. Sound to Martha’ nevard, and slinging Jellyfish and what Freddie 
can truly say that aw plenty « said concernig this type of fish was 
schools of big and edible fi and very uncomplimentary. While fis! 

enjoyed seeing them caught in fis} ng for Weakfish near Albertson’ 

traps and haul-seine y such pre Reef I hooked a six-foct Shark er 
inent fishermer t er t my rod equipped with a= six-inch 
hills, Edwards, : cacketts, Knucklebuster wooden reel and 
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Shore Whalers 
peat ae 


1 fro 
1 d trom page 


ous whole, he heaves at the 
leading oar and the whate 
boat trembles... 

“They near the whale. The 
steersman calls on the har- 
pooner who peaks his oar, 
rises, poises the harpoon and 
darts with all his concentrated 
power. He has _ faste.red; 
‘Starn all’ cries the Captain, 
and the backward movement 
of the oars sends the boat at 
the earliest possible moment 
irom the ceatre of danger. 
‘The sweep of the broad flukes 
in an instant might mean de- 
struction to the boat and al! 
therein... In my childhood, I 
saw a sight like this: 

“Two crews in wha'leboats, 
close in shore, fast to a right 
whale, and Captain Jonathan 
Osborn, successful and vet- 
eran Whaleman that he was 
(captain and chief) ... When- 
ever a boat neared the wha'e, 
as it apprehensive of impend- 
ing danger and conscious of a 
power resistless, she reared in 
raid air her mighty flukes 
shook them in tremulous 
wrath, struck them on the 
water with a shock that re- 
seunded and re-echoed over 
the breakers far from shore 
like the thu>der of a cannon. 

“Time and again the crew 
pulled the Captain near 
enough to dart his wha'e spade 
into the sinews where the 
flukes are set on the small of 
the back as a human hand is 
set on the joint or the wrist, 
in the hope that by cutting 
them the whale would be dis- 
abled. With unabated fury 
hour after hour the wha'e 
fought back. The shock of her 
flukes resounded for miles. 
Some stray chance made ard 
the Captain darted his keen 
two elged lance into th> vita!'s, 
in sailor words, ‘the life of the 
whale’. And she S] oute | blood, 
sure premonition of the com- 
ing end—a conflict ... lasting 
from seven o'clock A. M. until 
two P.M.” 

Judge Hedges remembered 
the Captain Jonathan Osborn 
of this particular wha'e chase 
as tall and stalwart with face 


and har.ds almost as red as the 
flannel shirt he wore. He was 
a mighty whaling captain 
whose exploits reflect glory 
not only on the Sag Harbor 
whaling history, whence he 
sailed on his long voyages, but 
also on the -shore whalers 
of Wainscott, whom he joined 
on occasion. Judge Hedges 
also recal'ed one Lewis Gann, 
who, as a yung man just 
graduated from Yale, took 
part in a whale , 

* "Twas he (Lewis Gann) 
that ruled the crew, guided 
their efforts, shielded them 
from danger. I see the whale 
side to us; fin just under the 
water. I see him standing in 
the bow of the boat with the 
lance in his grasp. He hurls 
it with the force of an ava 
lanche. It hi on the wate 
and enters the whale. H2 says 
in exultant cry, ‘that wha’e i 
dead!’ Within an hour the 
whale is turned up. A hole 
cut in the under jaw and a 
line made fast from our boat, 
next the whale, the post of 
honor, and extended to the 
other beat, and the monoton- 
ous, s'ow pull for towing be- 
gins.” 

To return to Captain Jona 
than, he had a moie than lim- 
ited local connection or tradi- 
tion. He rose to be eaptain o 
a ship out of Sag Harbor, par- 
tially owned by James Feni 
more Coops r the novelist, and 
is believed to have served as 
the actual person from whom 
the author created his fi 
tional porti of “Lone Tom 
Coffin’, in his novel “The Sea 
Lions”. 

Among the deep sea whalers 
of Wainscott and vicinity were 
Albert Hand and his brother 
John Dayton Hedves, matern 
al grandfather of Elisha Ray 
mond, and Le Roy Osborn; 
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Hedges Miller, who went with 
Captain Erastus Barnes of 
Amagansett in the ship Mon- 
mouth, sailing from Cold 
Spring Harbor; Henry Lewis 
Osborn, in the ship Kanawha, 
and David Porter Osborn, who 
started a vovage with Captain 
Samuel Pierson in the ship 
Pacific, which returned home 
with a full cargo, without en- 
tering the Pacific. Jim Osborn, 
a brother to the above, be- 
came a boat steerer with Cap- 
tain Isaac Ludlow in the ship 
Nimrod. Vincent King is also 
recalled as whaling with these 
men. 

There is a gap in the records 
between the death of~Captain 
Jonathan, 1856, the 
LR80's. Civil 
Wai the lives and 
energies of the young men 
who could leave their homes. 
Still, however, whales were 
sighted off the ocean shore; 
still the weft was raised, and 
crews ran or drove to the 


| 
oO man 


and 
Doubtless the 
absorbed 


Whaleboat or 
. From early 
days about 1860, Wains- 
cott crews had whale- 
boats of regular design and 
build; later in the century, 
dories were used, fitted for 
towing a captured whale, with 
a chock forward and a thole 
pin aft for a loggerhead. 

An anecdote re' how 
Captain Jonathan once sailed 
out of the harbor in the ship 
Union, and anchored it off 
Hedges’ Banks; in spite o! 
Cooper's protests that the ship 
was ready and should sail, the 
Captain went home to finish 
farm work (ship's 
papers in pocket), and re- 
turned a short time later to 
tait his long voyage in pur- 
suit of the whale. A cooper’s 
adze carried on the ship Union 
by Captain Jonathan is now 
in the East Hampton His- 
torical Society exhibits in Clin- 
ton Academy 


‘the chase 


two 


ates 


some 


the 


otf 


One anecdote concerns 
the brie Mars 
life Saving Station 


When the then 


and  unassumine'y 


Wreck of 
Georgica 
in 1825. 


; wi | 


re- 


ain Jonathan 


clothed Capt: 
questiored the Captain of the 
Mars as to how he happened 
to get ashore, he was at first 
well-snubbed; but the brig 
captain's red whea 
he learned that Captain Jona- 
than had 
world) many 
commanded larger ships tha 
the biig, without ever having 
wrecked or stranded any 
William Donaldson Halsey, 
in his “Sketches from 
History” (Bridg 
has set down these 
in print. He 
ai obscure reason 
mony known, why 
doughty Wainscott 
often called “Wainscott Dump- 
lings”. He had heard that 
other Wainscott Osborn on a 


Whaling vovage one day failed 


face Was 


around the 


times and 


sailed 


had 


Local 
ehampton), 
anecdotes 
related 
not 


nas also 
com- 
thes - 


men we:ie 


to harpoon his whale success- 
fully trom the small w 
boat. At the next mea', 
Was eating dumplings 
great gusto when his 
souriy remarked that if | 
had attacked the whale of the 
morning chase as 

f 


ally as he did the dumplings, it 


energetic- 


=e 
woulan t have go iwal\ 


In an account of the Ama 


gansett whalers, E. J. Kd- 
» latte 
vears of whaling 
they sometimes used a darting 
gun which heavier than 
the common harpoon and cou!d 
not be darted so far. In 

brewer the gun 


tached to the end of a pole, a 


wards states that in 


offshore 


Was 


guns, Was at 
harpoon fastened right a!one- 
ide it. When the head of the 
pon went into the : 
blubber fai 
and catch in it, a 
running bes de the gun tripped 
it, shooting a time 
the whale 

John M. Osborn, 
surveyor, whose farn 
along the east side or Wains- 
cott Pond, had an urge to own 
a whale gun and to kill a 
wha'e. He conferred t 
Captain John Sayre oi 
hampton, a whale) 
that a'thouch he 
mate, he drew a 
share in 
Savre told John M 
too diffi It te 


enough 


rod 


bomb into 


farmer and 


a cargo 


not 
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whale for a good surfman with 
the gear, two boats, and ade- 
quate crews. Whereupon John 
M. sent to New Bedford and 
purchased two guns, first a 
muzzle-loader, then a breech 
loader. His captures are per- 
sonally remembe.ed by Mr. 
William Talmage, a Wains- 
cott boy who went to live in 
last Hampton, and who is stiil 
living there, at this 
writing. 

Mr. 


how he 


time of 


Talmage has relate 
was about to speak a 
piece in the village school the 
first time he ever heard the 
cry that a whale was in sight 
off the beach; he lit out o: 
the window and staried rua- 
ning, with some trepidation a 
g a.w.o.l, but in 
minutes the teacher a 
chi dren had ollowed him 
By April, 1887, he 
enough to “go off” as part of 
the crew with John M. and his 
brother Oliver Sayre Osbor: 
in charge, and 
drawn from the nearest Coast 
Guard station. Owen Bennett 
in John M.’s dory, acting as 
boatsteerer, used the new gun 
and fastened to the whale suc- 
cesstully, but the bomb failed 
to explode, and the whale 
headed fast towards the Eas 
After they had towed 
rearly to Amagansett, the 
whale suddenly turned, and 
though it was the first time 
John M. had ever lanced a 
whale, he did the job with ore 
thrust of his lance. Som» 
Amaganse‘t men het!tped cart 
the whale back to Wainscott 


was old 


some men 


been 
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where the Osborns wanted to 
try it out; Captain John Sayre 
cut the head off; and though 
it Was a small whale, it was fat 
and brought about $1500 for 
the bone and oil. 

Mr. Talmadge was also in 
the crew when the next Os- 
born whale was sighted near 
the root of Harmon’s Lane 
which separates East Hamp- 
ton and Southampton Town- 
ships for a short distance. He 
has related how at the rally, 
he was in the dory with the 
old muzzle-loading gun; how 
the whale was struck on the 
nose at the first dart; how the 
wicked-looking creature made 
offshore for a mile, turned and 
came back close; and how John 
M. gave him just one bomb, 
which worked so quickly that 
in two minutes the prey was 
dead. 

He has told also of a chase 
which failed for lack of a bomb 
to put in the gun; the whale 
had been fastened to, but not 
wounded, and towed the boat 
so fast for seven or eight miles 
without giving a chance to 
lance it, that for sarety the 
crew cut the line and were 
towed back to shore by a 
smack under sail. Without 
engines the men could not 
risk being towed farther to 
sea than they could row back. 

After the whales taken by 
John and Oliver Osborn and 
their crews, there is an appar- 
ent gap, until February 22, 
1907, on which bitter cold day, 
three whales, father, mother, 
and calf, swam. slowly off- 
shore. Captain E. J. Edwards 
and his crew from Amagansett 
got the mother off their vil- 
lage beach; the bull whale es- 
caped from a crew putting out 
from the Georgica Life Saving 
Station. The cal, 37 feet long, 
was killed off Wainscott by 
Oliver S. Osborn, with a gun 
formerly belonging to his 
brother, John M. 

This day is noteworthy in 
local annals not only because 
that was the last wha'e taken 
at Wainscott, but because a 
certain budding young natur- 
alist ard explorer was as- 
signed by his employers, The 
American Museum of Natural 


History, to prepare the car- 
casses of the two whales for 
preservation in the Museum, 
which purchased them directly 
after word of the capture 
reached New York. Roy Chap- 
man Andrews was the name of 
this young man. With a col- 
league, Dr. James Clark, he 
stayed in Wainscott and Ama- 
ganset to do this work, which 
he describes briefly in his 
books, “Under a Lucky Star”, 
and “Ends of the Earth”. 
The two specimens were set 
up in the New York Museum 
but the smaller one was late) 
traded with the British Mu- 
seum for a stuffed dodo. 
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interesting articles 
I topics. 

1 Oakley Ireland, 
Gulfport, Florida 


Helping Senator Ford 


Wher Ford, the humor 
st, decided to name his new home 
“South Wind,” in the 
Indians 

there, he consulted 
DeGraff, novelist, of 

The latter turned 
yrum and the Forum to its 
buting editor, Dr. John C. 

of Burlington, Vermont, an 

on the Algonquin 
h was that of the 


Senator 
Southold 
f the Corchaug 
who once dwelt 
Mrs. Henry I 
nearby Laurel 


to Fx 


anruape ¢ 


lang 
Cor- 


from Dr. Huden: 
x Summer, South and also 
Nodin, meaning Wind and 
Which information has 
rone back the same way to Senator 
Ford, of M 1, Southold, L.I. 
Phanks, Doctor You’re welcome, 


enator 


Nebin, 


sreeze 
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Born at “Home, Sweet Home” 


Sach month I look forward to the 
Long Island Forum. In e Decem 
ber number Dick Gilmartin’s letter 

inner chord. My father, 
Conklin, occupied “Home, 
Home” for thirteen years 
ind there three of his five daughters 
were Mary Elizabeth Conklin 
Bell, Sarah Conklin (de 
and Edna Annette Conklit 
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Evolution of a Library 
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the cemetery and is used as a 
tool In the old days, 
the building was always re- 
ferred to as “the reading 
There was a shelf of 
books against the wall across 
the north side, but the books 
were not to be taken from the 
building. A table in the center 
of the room held magazines 
and newspapers 


house. 


room”. 


\ number of still 
living remember this reading 
room but none of them had 
ever used it. One lady remem- 
bers that her father regularly 
took the Rural New Yorker 
to the room; and another, 
now nearly ninet.’, remembers 
that her uncle used to get the 
New York Herald for the read- 
ing room each morning when 
t thrown from an east- 
bound train at the railroad 
station. Judging trom the evi- 
dence of these two ladies, this 
could not have 
been established much before 
1872, and it probably lasted 
nearly to the end of that de- 
later. 


people 


Was 


reading room 


de, and possibly 


Our library 
tion with the 


or the 


had no connec- 
“Reading Room” 
1870's, except that sev- 
our first 
hoard of trustees remembered 
existence. The fact that 
ur library and the one ot 
1828 were both called “The 
Association of Smith- 
own” Is reerely a coincidence. 
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who should pay due ot five 
dollars annualiy ‘and be en 
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A Ways and Means Commit- 
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the chairmanship of Mrs. Mor 
gan Blydenburgh to 
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An Authoritative Opinion 
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is the first Stars and Stripes eve 

made” 

He adds: “Regardless of how 
careful we may be, we do arrive at 
conclusions sometimes which can- 
not be substantiated in the face of 
available evidence. This does not 
mean that they may not be sub- 
stantiated at a later time if addi- 
tional information turns up.” 

Dr. Clarence Ashton Wood, 
Contributing Editor 


Wanted Back Forums 
The L.I. Forum will purchase 
copies of the Forum for the years 
1938-39-40-41. If you have some 


for sale, write us. 


Mathew Sunderland 
In my story “Mighty Hauls of 
sig Fish” in December issue, I re 
ferred to Mathew (not William) 
Sunderland, in first paragraph 
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